Lifestyle Name:  CosmoHomo (Cosmopolitan Homosexuals)  a.k.a. Circuit Queens/Boomer Bois

20-word summary
:  Mid - late boomer middle-upper income gay men who create cross-country hedonistic utopias to self-validate 
hyper-masculine gender performance

1000 word description:  


Where it originated (context):  Inspired by the cultural mythology 
of large-scale nightclub parties pre-AIDS (the Saint’s “Black” party), circuit events work to sanitize disease/death images by substituting gay socialization with associations of mirth, youth and sex.

How it functions (Structure):  A series of 3-5 day event parties held in gay Mecca cities, often coinciding with US holiday schedule.  A social network is built through a physical “converge and diverge” process by which CQs travel, meet up, party (meaning primarily drug usage & dancing), play (i.e., engage in sexual activity) and then disperse to their home cities until the next calendar event.   Enabling conditions for the lifestyle to work are disposable income, access to cheap airfare and travel accommodations, familiarity with gay taste-making clothing and body presentation styles (see below).

What’s the look? (Appearance & Presentation of Self):  Adornment items selected on their ability to convey youth, health and vigor, as well as heighten perception of muscular definition and vitality. Overall look is to recapture innocence lost
.   Dress: Jeans or cut-off shorts, t-shirts or tank tops, caps.  When dancing, shirts optional.  Beaded necklaces as souvenirs.  

What keeps everyone connected?  (Dominant Media/Culture/Activity Modes)

· Music: Primary form of shared cultural expression – both as a soundtrack to the lifestyle and a stimulus for dancing.  Omnipresent DJ driven electronic dance music of various modalities.  In its purest, most dominant form, it’s called “happy house”; distinguished by an upbeat, major chord melody line informed by a sad but wizened, “beat the odds” lyric to create a bittersweet melancholia.  

· Bodybuilding/Gym time:  Day parts are punctuated by workout sessions at the gym – esp. gyms habituated by other GQs.  Not only do men here exercise, but within the course of the weekend, these sessions most closely approximate “work”  time: not only for the exertion in lifting and exercising, but in the amount of effort expended in creating the right presentation of self in such a highly visible and demanding setting.

· Diet:  Zealously guarded and socially shared as a disciplining act 
against the libations and excess of the rest of the CQ activity structure.  Most often centers on the consumption of protein and supplements to boost weightlifting prowess – and shuns the consumption of starchy carbohydrates and sweets.  Contradiction: the denial of “regular” food so that “special” drugs’ effects can be boosted during the weekend.  Totemic meal – Chicken Caesar salad.


 How do they communicate
? (Speech/ Argot/Style):  Public visual display of a butch, macho “masculinity” is offset with the frequent use of campy language & empathetic use of feminine pronouns of friends (“she; girl” when referring to a man).  Emphasis on laughter, jokes, “good times” and frivolity – steers away from serious or downer topics.  May be informed by overly excited outbursts or “drama” – yelling, screaming, whoops, loud exclamatory hollers.  Argot can also be informed by music or drug lingo related to performance enhancement – tweaking, bumps, train wrecks, etc.  

What does the archetypal day involve? (Day parting):  Awaken mid-morning to noon, first meal with friends to catch up or recount previous evenings adventures.  Afternoon dedicated to body maintenance (gym workout and/or grooming maintenance) and clothes/music shopping.  Light, early evening meal with rest, preparation for nightlife.  Ticketed, DJ driven dance event is center point of day/evening, followed by after-party driven by invitations gathered at circuit event.

Keywords:   Hedonistic, Cosmopolitan, Melancholic, Tribal.

Phrase:  “I’m dancing as fast as I can
”.

�A model of clarity and compression


�Self validate or validate?  Self validate AND validate?


�is this a return to the mythology pre-AIDS or a new mythology.  If the former, is it a simple reassertion of the old world.  If the latter, a creation of something new, or at least quite different, this is really interesting, mythology only sometimes gets a chance to rework itself, and it is isn’t easy, perhaps a little like building a staircase under your feet as you climb it


�this is an interesting semiotic enterprise!  How would this play out in terms of language?  Or would it?  


�Nice!


�Great, every lifestyle is laced with tensions and contradictions, this is a good one


�Great thing to identify, would have liked to hear more about why this meal. 


�I don’t hear you hearing them negotiating the pre AIDS post AIDS thing here.


�Brian, grant paper, thanks!  Grant





