The Retro Greens are affluent older boomers who have found new relevance in the idealism of their youth.  (18 words)PRIVATE 



In 
his 1970 book The Greening of America, Charles Reich predicted that American middle class youth of the time would carry their counterculture values with them as they advanced to positions of corporate and political power where they would gradually affect a peaceful transformation of society.  Of course Reich characterization of the Woodstock Generation was superficial and his prediction was ultimately proven wrong: members of this age group eventually entered the white collar world and donned the materialistic and competitive values they needed to succeed in it.  To oversimplify things--in order to make this story more appealing to journalists
--they made the transition from "hippie" to the self-absorption and materialism 
characteristic of the "yuppie" by the end of the 1970's.



But now in 2006 the Retro Greens, older boomers born between 1946 and 1955, are reverting to the values of their twenties and are acting to partially redeem the promise of Reich's book.  The Retros', with their children soon to be or already out of the nest, are again considering that there has to be more to life than working in order to pay bills
.  With the prospect of lessened financial demands and an awareness of their approaching mortality, some start thinking about self-fulfillment and long forgotten career aspirations 
(perhaps to become a sculptor or open a specialty book shop).  Others may give renewed expression to their idealism by working in or financially supporting social or political causes.



Even as the Retro Greens pursue endeavors reflecting the values of their youth, they approach them with the savvy and practicality that they learned in later life.  Marketers must be careful not to confuse the Retros' idealism with gullibility or susceptibility to transparent attempts to manipulate them by identifying their brand with a favorite cause.



The Retros tend to talk about an ethic of sacrifice and increasingly disparage spending money on consumer products.  But they are reluctant to part with their creature comforts and so obscure their consumption as much as possible.  Moreover, even if they have more leisure time, they continue to place a premium on products and services that save time--because "life's too short."

Retro Greens:
Age:


51-60

HH Income:
$75,000+

Music
:

The Beatles, Neil Young, The Beach Boys.

Films
:

"Sideways," "Meet the Fockers," "Star Wars."

Books:

Carl Hiaasen, Flush; Bob Woodward, The Secret Man; Steven Levitt, Freakonomics.

Home

  Furnishings:
An eclectic mix of traditional and functional, often with an undertone of "genteel shabbiness
."

Dress Style:
Casual traditional (Land's End).

�This is a wonderful paragraph.


�Which journalists? 


�It feels like you are giving the analytic game away.  I’d be surprised if the people you are talking about would use these terms.  They seem a little condemnatory.  But, more problematically, the terms foreclose analysis.  We want you to demonstrate this argument, not merely assume with a few description terms.  


�Did the really see it this narrowly?





�You know what might work here is Daniel Bell’s distinction between expressive individualism and instrumental individualism.  You’ll find it in The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A venture in social forecasting.  1973: New York: Basic Books, see pages 65 to 67.


�What proporotion of the entire demographic segment do you think Retro Greens make up?


�Wouldn’t we expect to add new, more contemporary music.  And this gets interesting.  What’s the current music that is the smallest “stretch” for this group.  Coldplay?  Do these use certain artists as “training wheels.”  How deeply do they get to know current culture.  


�I would have thought we would see lots of experimentation here.  It would be wonderful to get our mits on the data from Netflex or blockbuster.  (Sorry not sure where you are and whether you have a local equivalent.)  


�This is a consumer code especially cultivated by the British.  I think Peter York might have something on it.  


�I really think you’d look David Brooks Bobos in paradise.  It really gets at the distinction you are working on and it will give you what a more detailed description and analysis might have looked like (had you had time and space).





