Snoors

Abstract

The snoors are groups of kids hanging around big cities. They don´t exactly do anything. They are people on hold.

Demographics

Boys and Girls – from 16 to 22 years-old.

They live

In huge metropolis
. I think of Sao Paulo and Mexico City, because they are much more interesting then London and New York. They are more “futuristic”, for they are modern, but crowded, dirty, dangerous. Anyway: they live in big cities. And they hang around in groups. They don´t like to stay alone.

They do

They use the computer 
all night long. They don´t interact with other people (in person), apart from their group. And they sleep outside their house, with their group of friends. They live with their parents / their mother. They don´t have many possessions at home: just the computer. 

They don´t do anything useful, they are not productive in any sense. They live in a kind of limb between the world as it is today and the world they are waiting for. 

They don´t work (of course), they don´t study
.

They don´t usually date. Sex does not turn them on. Most of them are virgins.

They look 
like a child that has waken up too early (disoriented, dizzy, messy hair, innocent, angelical).

They wear

Very comfortable clothes.

Pajamas trousers and sportswear (not fancy ones: very old ones).

Flip flops with socks. 

They don´t like any brands. 

They love: pockets, hoods and to wear little blankets around their shoulders. They love multi-purpose clothes (jackets with lots of pockets, detachable sleeves, etc.). They use blouses as bags and bags as hats.

They don´t wear jewelry nor anything fancy on their heads.

Boys and girls 
have the same hair: shoulder-length.

They have mp3 players (not iPod – they don´t have money for that).

They use public computers.

Mother / father / closest relative give them money (US$80 per month)*.

*(consider I´m a third world inhabitant – US$80 is OK)

They may work few hours a week fixing a computer and doing a research on the Internet.

They speak

A mix of their mother tongue + English.

They know and use regularly (as if they were their own language – its their own language actually) English expressions.

They have words for: <, >, +, = and every other symbol we write / but don´t 
speak (others than the ones we use). And they use them daily.

They listen to

Themselves.

They don´t watch TV.

They like listening to the radio sometimes though.

They listen podcasts, they read blogs. They hate mainstream media. They don´t actually hate....mainstream does not speak their language or anything they are interested. They don´t read books.

They like: rock (some new bands and oldies as well: glam rock).

They love to “discover” songs and bands nobody knows
, specially when they´re old (60´s and 70´s). They listen to eletronic music (minimal and some techno – they hate psy, trance and house). They hate folk music (they definitely hate bossa nova and samba). They don´t like rap, for they don´t relate in any way to the “voice of the streets”. Nor they are interested in changing anything
. 

They move around a lot. They walk a lot throughout the city and stay together in “forgotten” places. Parks the city has forgotten, places we don´t know exist. They just stay there, sleeping and talking with their friends.

Food & Drug habits

They don´t use heavy drugs. They are already in a lethargic 
mood.

They drink alcohol (cheap wine, sweet stuff – they are kids!) and smoke marijuana all the time. Their are green fingered.

They eat almost anything they can carry (chocolate, candy bars, granola bars, an apple). Anything that is cheap and easy to get anywhere (hot dogs). They don´t worry about eating healthy or anything like that. 

Their hygienic habits are far from hygienic. They don´t wash everyday, they don´t usually brush their teeth.

They just keep their hair and nails short (easier to use the computer).

World they want

They are waiting for the cyber world. A totally mediated world. A world where they won´t have to talk to anyone in person. 
They live in groups for self-protection / not having to deal with anything by themselves = alone. They are comfortable in front of a screen, being through a computer.

�Great piece of lifestyle invention, very well done, one of the best submissions, without a doubt.  Wish we had given you another several thousand words to work with.  Grant


�Great choice of city, I like the fallen modernism of Mexico City (Sao Paulo, less, no?)  it’s a great place to put your kids.


�What do they do  on their computer, they seem so social in the street,, what engagements do they find or refuse here, on line.  


�What are the drivers here, a refusal of adulthood now that they see it looming, what is it in particular that they find appalling about this prospect?


�Good choice, a kind of innocent world renunciation





�Is there a deliberate obscuring of gender difference and if so why


�This is really interesting, but why


�Yes, this installed itself as a feature of popular culture sometime in the 80s and 90s didn’t it.  


�Now Im thinking of that Wim Wenders film, angels drifting about the city, and they all meet in the library, where the angels or something a little less scripted


�I want to know what species of ennui this is.


�Hey, fabulous, now we are really getting to it 





